WHICH WAS WORSE?

                MENINGITIS OR BREEDER?

     As I sit here today, my 15 month old Griff puppy sleeping peacefully, her curly-haired body covering the tops of my feet, I’m asking myself this question –

“In the nightmare of the last year, which was worse? Was it the potentially fatal disease, Meningitis?  Or was it my puppy’s breeder, who gave us no help, whatsoever, in our time of crisis?”

     My family’s heartbreak began in January 2011, when our old lab-mix dog, Patches, was diagnosed with cancer.  He developed a bone tumor in his shoulder, then subsequently, a compression fracture at the site of the tumor.  Our family vet, Dr. Klein, referred us to AVS, Affiliated Veterinary Specialists, in Maitland, Florida, approximately 45 minutes away from where we lived in Orlando. There, the surgeons told us that, even with amputation of the leg to the shoulder and six weeks of chemotherapy and radiation treatments, the most they would estimate extending his life was six months.  After agonizing over the options, we decided on a pain management only regimen.  Six weeks later, at the end of February, we had to let him go. We were devastated! We had adopted Patches at the local ASPCA almost 11 years ago and he was a huge part of our family.

     Luckily, we were surrounded by several empathetic family members and friends, who understood our loss.  One of these was one of my best friends for almost 30 years, Margaret Morris.  Margaret and I met and worked together in Orlando, Florida, where I still reside.  Margaret moved back to her hometown of Baltimore, Maryland, where she has owned and operated her very successful dog grooming business, for several years now.  About four years ago, Margaret told me she had attended a dog show where she was introduced to the Wirehaired Pointing Griffon. She said she fell in love with the breed.  She then met Griff breeder, Elaine Hunsicker, and purchased her dog “R.J.” (Blame-It-On-Rio Jr.) from her. She had shared pictures and stories about R.J. with us over the years, telling us about what a great dog he was – good with kids, fun, well-behaved, healthy.  Even though she knew we still had our other lab-mix dog, Molly, she asked if we might be willing to bring a puppy into our lives to help fill the void left by Patches.  She told us, that since she groomed Elaine’s dogs, she knew there were two puppies, not yet spoken for, in a litter that was born December 30, 2010. Margaret made a trip to Elaine’s kennel the next weekend and emailed us pictures.  I had to admit – THERE IS NOTHING CUTER THAN A GRIFF PUPPY!!!
     We asked Margaret to relay our decision to Elaine to commit to purchasing a puppy.  Margaret chose our puppy and gave all of our contact information to Elaine.  Elaine called us and we made arrangements for my husband and our son to drive up the next weekend to pick up our puppy.  We were all very excited!  They arrived at Elaine’s in Deposit, Maryland the night of March 8th.  They were given a zip-lock bag of information and our puppy in exchange for a check in the amount of $1,250.00.  They had a short visit with Elaine and then drove to Margaret’s home in Baltimore to spend the night, before heading back to Orlando the next morning.  All three arrived home, safe and sound.  Our puppy had her new name, “Maggie”, her new home and her new family.  And we had our new puppy – which when my brother saw her described as her as  “looking like someone rolled her in dryer lint!”
     The next day, I looked over the paperwork that Elaine had sent home with my husband.  She included the shot record and a schedule for upcoming necessary vaccinations.  Also included was Maggie’s microchip information, a feeding schedule, AWPGA new membership application and some general AKC brochures.  It was all good and helpful information, but lacking.  I asked my husband “Didn’t Elaine give you any kind of receipt? Any written Health Guarantee? Anything about how to register Maggie with AKC?”  “No, nothing” he replied.

    I tried to call Elaine on each of the two phone numbers she gave me – several times.  The first number, (410) 378-9474, had a short generic message and had no ability to receive a message.  The second number, (610) 648-9474, recited a short recorded message and then stated “Voicemail Is Full” every time I called.  I contacted my friend, Margaret, who confirmed that she has always had difficulty getting in touch with Elaine.  I told her what information I needed and she told me she would try to get in touch with Elaine and have her call me.

     Following Elaine’s schedule, I took Maggie for her “new pet” exam on March 10th.  She received her 2nd vaccines, worming & flea & heartworm preventatives. She seemed outwardly “healthy”.  But, two weeks later, on March 24th, our nightmare began.  My 13 year old son took Maggie outside about 9:00 pm. He said she ran between his legs and he tripped over her in the dark.  She screamed in pain for about a half hour. I sat on the floor, with her in my lap, but nothing helped soothe her.  We were afraid something was seriously injured or broken.  We rushed her to the after-hours emergency vet.  Upon our arrival, they gave her Hydromorphone to calm her down so they could examine her.  She had a bad reaction and began foaming at the mouth and salivating uncontrollably. Finally, they were able to examine her.  They said she resisted when they tried to palpate her mouth or her neck.  They wanted to take a series of skull and jaw x-rays.  We agreed.  She was given Propofol to relax her for the x-rays.  They didn’t find any fractures or any abnormalities.  Their conclusion was that it probably was a soft tissue neck injury.  They dispensed pain meds and advised a follow-up appointment with our regular vet the next morning.

     But, she continued to scream with pain, approximately every 10 – 15 minutes, throughout the entire night and into the morning.  I sat on the floor, with her in my lap, the whole time.  At 7:00 am the next morning, my husband called AVS.  They instructed us to bring her in immediately.  We saw Dr. Mary O. Smith, B.V.M. & S., Ph.D., one of the staff Neurologists.  After the initial exam, she also said Maggie was painful in her neck.  She looked at the previous night’s skull and jaw x-rays and also did not see anything abnormal in them.  She said she would like to take a few neck and spine x-rays to rule out any fractures there.  We agreed.  But again, nothing showed up on the x-rays.  She gave Maggie a pain injection and dispensed Tramadol for pain.  Her diagnosis, at the time, was given as “suspect soft tissue trauma”.  Aftercare instructions were “quiet lifestyle” – no running, no jumping, no climbing stairs, no rough play or any off-leash activities for 2-3 weeks.  Her condition seemed to improve, so one week later, I kept the appointment with our regular vet for her next vaccinations.  She got her 2nd Distemper, 1st Bordetella, 2nd Leptosirosis & 2nd DA2P and worming.  Four days later, we had a recheck with Dr. Smith, the AVS Neurologist.  Maggie seemed a lot better, but she still had tenderness on palpation of her neck.  Dr. Smith continued the Tramadol for the pain and the restricted activity.  She said if the pain increased, she would recommend possibly doing a CT Scan of the neck.
     On the night of April 16th, Maggie woke us, whining and pawing at her crate door.  We let her out and she had severe, watery diarrhea – several times – all night long.  I called the vet’s office and they told me to cook up rice with a tablespoon of chicken or beef, feed it to her and see if that helped.  The diarrhea seemed to get better by the next day.  But the day after that, new symptoms appeared. On April 18th, she started walking very “stiffly”.  It seemed like she didn’t want to bend her legs. Her back legs shook, even when she was just standing still. I called Dr.Klein’s office and brought her in the next morning, April 19th.  She had a fever of 104.  He did a Complete Blood Count – VETEST and Blood Chemistry S.T.A.T. He did a microscopic stool exam to rule out any intestinal parasites which might have caused the diarrhea.  He dispensed Metronidazole and ID canned dog food.
     She continued to worsen!  I took her back to Dr. Klein that same afternoon.  Her fever was now 105.6!  She was yelping in pain every 10 minutes.  She didn’t want to walk. She cried out with each step. She screamed when I tried to carry her. She stood stiff-legged with her head held low, like a whipped dog.  She would not move her neck.  She would only roll her eyes around.  She cried out when she was touched at all.  Dr Klein suspected Panosteitis, a painful bone-growth disease.  He took x-rays of the long bones in her legs.  He also did lab work – Bacterial C & S + Analysis, Canine Laboratory Profile 3 (includes Blood Sugar, Protein, Electrolytes, CBC, Full Urinalysis, Kidney & Liver Enzymes & Thyroid Level) & Blood Culture.  He dispensed Rimadyl for pain. We went home & she cried all through the night.
   The next day, April 21st, she was WORSE STILL!!  Dr. Klein called first thing in the morning to say the UA had come back showing she now had a urinary infection.  I brought her right down.  He gave her an antibiotic injection and dispensed Zeniquin.  She was so sick!  And I was so scared!  When I got home, I called AVS and pleaded for Dr. Smith to see Maggie.  I told her I honestly didn’t think she could make it through the night! She told me to bring her right in.  I truly believed in my heart that she was just hours away from dying.  She was in so much pain. The radiologist at AVS read the x-rays of the long bones in the legs that Dr. Klein had taken.  Then Dr. Smith had a conference with the Orthopedic Surgeon and the other staff Neurologist, Dr. Kara Knight, D.V.M. about the possible Panosteitis diagnosis.  They concluded that it was now more likely a disease called Cortico Steroid-Responsive Meningitis.  She explained that it is an immune-mediated condition in which the body attacks itself leading to an increased number of white cells and protein in the CSF (fluid around the brain and spinal cord).  She said it is treated with the steroid, prednisone, which usually improves the pain level dramatically and relatively quickly.  The prednisone would be continued over several months. A spinal tap was scheduled for the next morning to confirm their diagnosis. They started IV pain meds.  And I left our puppy at AVS - and cried - and prayed all the way home.
     Dr. Knight performed the spinal tap the next morning. After the initial testing was done on the spinal fluid, she called to tell me they had started Maggie on the prednisone.  The CSF tap results showed an increased number of nucleated cells (5,072 cells/ul; normal range 0-4 cells/ul) and increased amount of protein (239.9mg/dL; normal range less than 35mg/dL).  They would send the spinal fluid off for a second round of testing called a Canine (2) Neurological Panel.  This included testing for the Canine Distemper Virus, West Nile Virus, Borrelia burgdorferi – Lyme Disease, Neospora hughesi and caninum, Toxoplasma gondii, Anaplasma phagocytophilum (MSP), Ehrlichia canis, and Rickettsia spp (including RMSF).  They kept Maggie at the clinic over the weekend to be able to give her the IV pain meds.  When I came to pick her up on Monday, her condition had significantly improved!  She came running down the hall to see me, her little tootsie roll tail wiggling fiercely!  She did have one visible, and audible, side effect.  She was walking way down on her hocks, especially in front.  It sounded like she was wearing big, slappy clown shoes when she walked!  Dr. Smith said it was muscle weakness, probably a side effect of the spinal tap and meningitis.  She was hopeful it would improve.  Maggie was released with the prednisone prescription (15mg/2 day), Tramadol for pain and two antibiotics, Doxycycline & Clindamycin.  We were told not to take her to the AKC puppy classes that we had enrolled her in because with her immune system compromised, she would be highly susceptible to contracting anything contagious the other dogs may be carrying. The results of the PCR Canine (2) Neurological Panel came back NEGATIVE for all infectious diseases tested. Her prednisone was increased to 20mg/2 day on her recheck, because she had gained weight, but she seemed to be doing well.

 Over the next three months, she did have several side effects from the prednisone.  First, her appetite was ravenous, her thirst insatiable and her urinating constant.  Next, were the skin infections. She would develop large quarter to half dollar size pus spots on her belly, down her back and hindquarters, sometimes several at a time, seemingly overnight.  She was treated both by the AVS Dermatologist & Neurologists, given antibiotic pills (Simplicef ) and an antibacterial chlorhexidine shampoo to use at home.  The treatment was the same when a rash of hundreds of tiny pus spots showed up on her entire belly and the insides of both her front and back legs. Her skin turned a dark pink, almost red, color.  A lot of her hair fell out.  She was almost bald in several places.  She gained a lot of weight.
     Several recheck visits to AVS and Maggie started acting like a “puppy” again.  Her prednisone had been slowly decreased over several months, then discontinued.  She was taken off puppy food and put on adult food to cut calories.  Her hair started growing back.  Her skin was a nice pink color.  She had a lot more energy.  Her beautiful “prance” returned.  She was running and playing with our other dog, Molly.  She wasn’t drinking the well dry. She had a lot of energy.

     She was doing so well, that it was recommended by the Neurologists that she complete her vaccinations.  Dr. Klein gave them, one at a time, ten days apart, always preceded by a benedryl injection to calm her system.  We held our collective breath with each one, but she had no apparent reactions.  She finished all her vaccinations, including Rabies.  I enrolled her in the AKC “older” puppy classes for a second time, when…………
     Two days later, August 31st, RELAPSE!!  I noticed she “yiped” a few times, twice when she woke up & tried to lift her head and once for “no apparent reason”.  I called Dr. Smith at AVS and she told me to come down right away.  She did the evaluation and she confirmed that Maggie was, indeed, tender in the neck.  She was hesitant to start her back on the prednisone because of all the side effects she had experienced and because possibly it was just a pulled muscle.  She decided to give her a non-steroidal anti-inflammatory pain med, Deramaxx (25mg/1 day – for 10 days).  I gave her one pill that night.  The next day she seemed fine. I gave her the second pill that night.  We put her in her crate at 11:00 pm.  She woke us up at 2:30 am, whimpering.  Then came the loud sharp yelps – about every 15 minutes – all through the night.  I brought her back to AVS first thing the next morning.  They said she had gotten a lot worse and their diagnosis was “Steroid Responsive Meningitis Relapse”.  The problem now was that since she had taken the non-steroid meds, they would have to wait before giving her the steroids.  They said usually they wait 4-5 days between the two meds, but obviously, she was in too much pain to wait that long.  She was admitted back into the clinic and started on IV pain meds.  They started on a higher dose of prednisone, 20mg/ 2 day, the next day and kept her in the clinic for four days.  We brought her home and once again we were on the prednisone treadmill, complete with all the side effects.
     It’s been seven months since Maggie’s relapse.  She’s still on Prednisone – 2.5mg/ 1 day.  She once again “seems” healthy.  We have a recheck at AVS next week.  They may take her off the prednisone.  But, they have warned, in the event of another relapse the next course of treatment would be Chemotherapy.  The Cytosine injections would start out at two a day – am & pm - for two consecutive days a week, for 3 weeks, for a total of six injections.  As with any chemotherapy treatments, lab tests would also be needed along the way.  We’re hoping & praying that another relapse isn’t in her future, but……..
     Now, as I’ve stated earlier, the second half of our nightmare was with Maggie’s breeder, Elaine Hunsicker. She sold us the puppy without giving us a receipt, a written health guarantee or the AKC papers.  I had tried to contact her dozens of times on the two contact phone numbers she gave us.  I never got through to her. I called my friend, Margaret, and again asked her if  she would try to get through to her.  When Elaine finally called, I told her I wanted to get Maggie’s AKC paperwork.  She told me she would send them, but she didn’t.  I decided to access the AKC website to see if there was anything I could do, through them.  I learned A LOT about what I should have done and about what Elaine should have done.  First, they advised, if the breeder doesn’t have or won’t give you the AKC paperwork at the time of the sale, DON’T BUY THE PUPPY!  The papers are to be given to the new owners at the time the puppy is purchased! (Now, since my husband and our son had already driven from Florida to Maryland, I’m not sure we would have known what to do at the time. But, definitely, a lesson learned!)  Next, and this really burned me!!  The website also stated that when you buy a new puppy, you should be sure to register it as soon as possible, because AKC offers FREE PET INSURANCE FOR THE 1ST 60 DAYS AFTER REGISTRATION!!  They encouraged all breeders to explain the benefits of AKC registration to all new owners – including the FREE HEALTH INSURANCE!  OUR VET BILLS HAVE TOTALED OVER $9,000.00!!– SO FAR!!…….  After the 1st 60 days of FREE INSURANCE, we could have continued the insurance with AKC and they would have covered almost everything! But, since we weren’t given Maggie’s papers when we got her - and since I could never get in touch with Elaine – and then Maggie got sick….. Now, she has a pre-existing condition and we can’t get any insurance from any company that will cover her!!
     After waiting weeks and still no papers – and after learning about the FREE insurance we were no longer entitled to, I again asked Margaret to intercede, if she could, on our behalf.  She tracked Elaine down at a dog show that was being held near Baltimore.  She told her how terribly sick our puppy was and that we had been desperately trying to get in touch with her for weeks. At this stage, the doctors were still trying to diagnose the problem.  We were hoping that, after years of breeding Griffs, maybe she could offer some insight. She assured Margaret that she’d call me.  After a few days, I just assumed she wasn’t going to call.
   Margaret called me everyday. She was as upset as we were. She was trying to find out any information that could help us.  Then, finally, the diagnosis came from the Neurologists – Meningitis.  Through her business contacts, Margaret located another girl whose Griff puppy had been through Meningitis.  She gave me her name and phone number.  She lived in California and her name was Meagan Withrow.  I called her right away. And even though I forgot about the time difference and it was very early in the morning there, Meagan couldn’t have been more empathetic.  We talked for over an hour.  She had also purchased her female puppy from Elaine about a year and a half previous.  She asked me who Maggie’s parents were. I said I didn’t know, since it had been two and a half months and Elaine still hadn’t sent me the papers!  Meagan told me it was months before she got her papers for her puppy, also.  She said her puppy’s parents were “Trucker” & “Little Doll”.  Her puppy got sick at 5 months old.  Maggie was about 4 months. She and her puppy had been through almost everything Maggie and I were going through now, both with the Meningitis and Elaine!
     There were a few differences between our experiences.  The first difference was our reasons for purchasing our puppies.  My sole purpose was to fill the hole left in our family when Patches died.  I honestly, admittedly, had not done my homework on either the breed or the correct way to go about buying a registered puppy. One of my very best friends, for 30 years, someone whom I respect and admire, had purchased her dog from Elaine.  She knew me and my family and I trusted her judgment when picking out a puppy for us.  Now, I know that some breeders may not have sold a puppy to us, not having met us personally.  Also, our intention was not to hunt or show or breed.  I did explain this to Elaine on our first phone conversation.  We might change our minds in the future, but our plans didn’t include these areas.  We were looking for a happy, sociable dog to love for the rest of her life.  Meagan, on the other hand, had much different plans for her dog.  She enjoyed showing.  She said Elaine absolutely knew she wanted a “show dog”.  Her plan was to finish her dog to championship and use her to start her breeding program.  Her dreams for her puppy were never realized.

     The second difference was Meagan was a student and couldn’t afford the $1200 spinal tap.  Her vet, believing the symptoms to be that of Meningitis, diagnosed it as such and started her puppy on the prednisone. He did start her puppy on a much higher dose (80mg/ day) than they started Maggie on. Meagan and I both went through the anguish of not knowing if our puppy was going to live or die.  Then came the months and months of vet visits and medications – and the treatments for the side effects of the medications.  But after all the pain and the expense, her puppy has been off medication since October 2010 and has not relapsed.  My puppy is still going through it.
     Meagan also got NO HELP from Elaine – no advice, no information, no concern, no anything! She said as soon as she explained to Elaine how sick her puppy was, she could never get in touch with her.  I emailed Meagan about every other day at first.  I was so scared my puppy wasn’t going to make it.  She always answered right back, always with encouraging words, always with HOPE.  She was my “Lifeline”.  And I will never, ever be able to thank her enough for her kindness.
     When Elaine finally called me, I was angry and disgusted.  I told her that I’d been in contact with Meagan Withrow in California. And that Meagan had told me everything about her puppy and the Meningitis and about Elaine’s unwillingness to help her and her puppy.  I told her that she asked me who Maggie’s parents were and that I didn’t have a clue because it had been two and a half months and Elaine still hadn’t sent Maggie’s papers to us!  It was at this point that Elaine told me that she was aware of Meagan’s puppy.  And her puppy and Maggie DID HAVE THE SAME PARENTS!  They were out of different litters, but did have the same parents –Fireside’s  Little Doll & Fireside’s Keep On Truckin”!  I asked her why she didn’t tell me this when Margaret told her my puppy was sick and she knew about Meagan’s puppy? It could have saved us a lot of PAIN and MONEY if it would have been diagnosed sooner!  Elaine said that since Meagan had not gotten the spinal tap done on her puppy that she didn’t feel the vet’s diagnosis was “conclusive” for Meningitis.  She said she had bred Little Doll & Trucker before and had always had beautiful puppies.  But now that Maggie’s diagnosis was “conclusive”, she said she would not breed them again.  She said she only knew of our two cases of Meningitis in her line.  If that is indeed true, I’m glad.  She got defensive and had an “How dare you suggest there is anything wrong with my dogs” attitude!  But, I have been told, by another source, that there have been THEE MORE CASES OF MENINGITIS from litters of the pairing of these same two dogs.  I have not, personally, confirmed this, but am anxious to find out for sure.  I reminded her that I was a first time Griff owner, now in a crisis situation with my puppy, who looked to her, with her years of experience for information and support.  I again asked her why she hadn’t sent me Maggie’s AKC papers.  She said she usually didn’t give them out right away.  She said she usually sent them out after the new owners chose the name, so she could fill that in.  (According to the AKC website, the papers are to be given to the new owners AT THE TIME OF PURCHASE, with or without a name chosen!)  She told me the papers had been sitting on her car seat for weeks and she would send them out that day.  Three weeks later, the papers came.  There was not even a note enclosed asking about Maggie’s health!  I filled them out and sent them to AKC the next day.
     Elaine never offered to return my purchase price or “replace/ exchange” my puppy.  She did not offer to help Meagan by offering these options, either.  Meagan and I both agreed that neither one of us would ever have returned our sick puppy to Elaine. We loved them too much and after what we’d been through with them, emotionally and financially, we could never have sent them back.  If Elaine, couldn’t or wouldn’t even return a phone call, how could we have possibly expected her to take care of a critically sick puppy?!?  There’s no doubt they would have died or have been euthanized!  But returning my money would have helped a little with the vet bills.  And possibly offering a show quality puppy, free of charge, to Meagan would allow her to pursue her show ambitions.  Anyway, nothing was offered………
     I have become a member of the AWPGA – American Wirehaired Pointing Griffon Association.  I have learned a lot about the breed and respect the integrity of the club.  I love the magazine!  The articles are very informative, especially for a novice.  And I always enjoy Meagan’s column “Adventures with Sam”!  I know that the AWPGA does offer a breeder referral list.  I agree that buying a Griff puppy from a “recommended” breeder is much better than buying a puppy “off the internet”. I do believe the AWPGA hopes to hold their breeders to a higher standard.  But, the AWPGA does expect their breeders to police themselves.  That, in part, is why I felt it necessary to relate my personal experience with Elaine.
     I have never met Elaine.  I have never spoken to her face-to-face.  My sum total interaction with her consists of 4 phone calls:

1.) She called me to confirm our intention to purchase the puppy.
2.) She called to give my husband directions to her house to pick up the puppy.

3.) I called her to ask for AKC papers.

4.) She called, after Margaret saw her, and I told her Maggie had Meningitis and I still hadn’t

      received the AKC papers.

I know Elaine has been breeding Griffs for several years.  Margaret considered her a “reputable breeder” when she referred us to her.  But, being a “reputable breeder” means being available after the check has cleared – being able and willing to offer information, advice and assistance to the new owners, after the placement of one of their puppies – especially, to first time Griff owners!  If a breeder doesn’t have the time or the willingness to be able to give the necessary support, they should stop breeding until they do!!  There is a breeder checklist on the AKC website of certain things you should be able to expect from your breeder, most of which, I and at least Meagan did not get from Elaine!  It honestly is not my intention just to trash someone’s reputation.  I really have nothing to gain by doing that.  But, it is my intention to disclose my experience with Meningitis, in the hope of someday abolishing it.  And to disclose my experience with Elaine, in the hope that she will realize how devastating her lack of caring was to our puppy and our family.
     I have submitted Maggie’s blood samples and medical health history to the CHIC – Canine Health Information Center.  This institution is supported by the AWPGA and looks to establish a DNA bank for information exchange. I encourage all Griff owners, especially those who have battled Meningitis, to also send blood samples and health histories.  Hopefully, they will be able to find DNA links to discover the causes, cures and preventatives for many of these destructive diseases.
   Just to recap a few facts about Cortico Steroid Responsive Meningitis:

1.) It is an immune-mediated disease causing the body to “attack itself”.

2.) The symptoms include: Stiff Neck and/or Back, Painful With Any Movement, Painful To Touch, High Fever, Diarrhea

3.) Almost Always Presents In Puppies or Young Dogs Under 2 Yrs. Old.
4.) Usually Seen In Larger Breed Dogs. (1st documented in Beagles. Has widely spread through other breeds such as German Pointers, Bernese Mountain Dogs, Trolling Retrievers, Etc.)

5.) No Conclusive Evidence That It Is A Hereditary Disease. (Although, some scientists believe there is a gene that predisposes certain dogs to contracting the disease.)

6.) Disease Is Likely To 1st Present After A Trauma or Injury. (NOT CAUSED By Trauma or Injury.)

7.) After Diagnosis, Usually Responds To One Course of Prednisone.
8.)  May Relapse, Requiring an Additional Round of Prednisone and/or Chemotherapy.

9.)  Once “Cured”, Usually No Lasting Side Effects.

10.) Often Deadly, If Not Treated In Time…..

     I have nothing to hide.  I do not have a reputation in the Griff community or a dog breeding business to protect.  I only want to do anything I can to help someone else, just as Margaret, Meagan and the veterinarians have helped me. I will share any records or information I have with anyone who needs it. I am listing my home address and phone number, my email address and the AVS Neurologists contact information.
     Well, this being part information, part “rant”, take from it what you will.  Please pray for Maggie.
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                                                                            Shannon Douglas
Home Address: 6420 Matchett Rd.

                           Orlando, FL 32809

Home Phone:     (407) 812-4705

Email Address:   signscity@bellsouth.net
Affiliated Veterinary Specialists

                           9905 South U.S.Hwy 17-92

                            Maitland, FL 32751

Phone:                  (407) 644-1287

Website:             www.AVSspecialists.com
Email Address:   vet@AVSspecialists.com
Mary O. Smith, B.V.M.&S., Ph.D. , Diplomate, A.C.V.I.M., Neurology

Kara C. Knight, D.V.M., Diplomate, A.C.V.I.M., Neurology

